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Identifying Grant Prospects  
Questions to Consider 

Is the grantor interested 
in serving the target 

population of my project? 

Yes 

Do the funder’s grantmaking 
priorities/grant programs align 
with the subject of my project?  

Does the grantor award 
grants in your 

geographic area? 

Yes 

Does the type of support offered 
by the grantor align with what is 

needed for the project? 

Yes 

Does the grantor 
accept unsolicited 

proposals? 

Yes 

Does the grant 
have an award 

ceiling, and if so, 
does it align with 

the amount needed 
for the project? 

Yes 

Does the grantor 
list eligibility 
limitations? 

Can you draft a 
competitive proposal 
by the deadline? Or is 

there a rolling 
deadline? Yes Yes 

No: As you review the program guidelines look for information about the target population of their programming. For example, if your 
program serves children ages 5-12 years, and the grantor is interested in serving adults, then you do not have a match. 

 

No: When you review grant databases or websites, oftentimes the grantors are grouped by the subject of their grantmaking 
priorities (e.g., Arts & Culture, Humanities, Technology, etc.). Thus, if your project focuses on teaching health/wellness habits to 
high school students, grantors interested in funding projects that provide science, technology, engineering and mathematics 
(STEM) education will not be a fit. All funders have a focused area of interest in which they are hoping to make a substantial 
impact. If not evident in their programming, you will likely fund it in their mission and statement of purpose, or in their  list of 
grantmaking priorities. 

 

No: The majority of grantors seek to make an impact in the communities where they, or their founder, have ties. If the grantor 
identifies specific geographic target areas for funding, and your project is outside of those areas, keep looking. 

 

No: Usually grantors will provide guidance on the kinds of support that they offer; for example, seed grants for start-ups, 
capital funds, operational support, project-based funding, etc. Other times, the funder may list eligible or ineligible 
activities. Keep searching if the grantor’s type of funding is not in alignment with what is needed for the project. 

 

No: Many grantors seek to make an impact in the communities where they, or their founder, have ties. If the grantor 
identifies specific geographic target areas for funding, keep looking if your project is outside of those areas.  

No: Because a sure way to be turned down is to request more than the award ceiling, you will 
need to either find additional grant opportunities or find a different grantor. 

 

No: If your type of organization (i.e., public school, 
health center, child care center, etc.) is not included in 
the list of eligible applicants, keep looking.  

 


